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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1 1 . A method for use in a computer system for converting the format of information 

2 corresponding to a first document, the first document exhibiting a first format, said 

3 method comprising: 

4 receiving information corresponding to the first document; 

5 receiving information corresponding to a second format to which the 

6 information corresponding to the first document is to be converted; 

7 retrieving information corresponding to a set of format rules, the set of 

8 format rules corresponding to the second format; 

9 converting the information corresponding to the first document to image 

1 0 data having at least one object group; and 

1 1 converting the image data according to the format rules to converted data 

1 2 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the image data exhibits an intermediate format 

2 having at least one object group. 
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1 3 . The method of claim 1 , wherein converting the information corresponding to the 

2 first document, comprises: 

3 providing a conversion library that is capable of converting information 

4 corresponding to the first document to image data; 

5 analyzing the information corresponding to the first document with the 

6 conversion library; and 

7 converting the information corresponding to the first document to image 

8 data. 

1 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein converting the image data to converted data 

2 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

3 analyzing the image data; 

4 producing enhanced image data configured to have at least one object group; and 

5 converting the enhanced image data to converted data representative of the first 

6 document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 5 . The method of claim 4, wherein converting the enhanced image data to converted 

2 data representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

3 identifying each of the object groups in the enhanced image data; and 

4 applying the set of file format rules to the identified object groups of the enhanced 

5 image data. 
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1 6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

2 producing a set of modified object groups that include a modified object group for 

3 each identified object group; and 

4 producing converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting the 

5 second format from the modified object groups. 

1 7. The method of claim 4, wherein analyzing the image data, comprises: 

2 converting the enhanced image data using an image analysis system, which is 

3 capable of altering the image data. 

1 8. The method of claim 2, wherein the intermediate format comprises a TIFF format. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 , wherein converting the image data to converted data 

2 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

3 identifying each of the object groups of the image data; 

4 applying the set of format rules to the identified object groups; 

5 producing a set of modified object groups that include a modified object group for 

6 each identified object group; and 

7 converting the modified object groups to converted data representative of the first 

8 document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 1 0. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first format includes TIFF, FPX, GIF, JPEG, 

2 BMP, PCX, PNG, HTML, PDF, RTF, TXT, HPD, and WMF. 
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1 11. A format processing system for converting information corresponding to a first 

2 document, the information corresponding to the first document exhibiting a first format, 

3 the format processing system comprising: 

4 a format conversion system configured to receive information 

5 corresponding to the first document; receive information corresponding to a 

6 second format to which the information corresponding to the first document is to 

7 be converted; retrieve information corresponding to a set of format rules, the set 

8 of format rules corresponding to the second format; convert the information 

9 corresponding to the first document to image data having at least one object 

10 group; and convert the image data according to the format rules to converted data 

1 1 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 12. The format processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the format conversion system 

2 includes an image analysis system, configured to altering the image data. 

1 13. The format processing system of claim 1 2, wherein the image analysis system is 

2 configured to analyze the image data and produce enhanced image data having at least 

3 one object group. 
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1 14. The format processing system of claim 1 0, wherein the format conversion system 

2 includes a conversion library configured to converting information corresponding to the 

3 first document to image data and wherein the format conversion system is configured to 

4 analyze the information corresponding to the first document with a conversion library and 

5 convert the information corresponding to the first document to image data. 

1 15. The format processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the format conversion system 

2 includes a converting system configured to converting the image data to converted data 

3 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 1 6. The format processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the converting system is 

2 configured to identify each of the object groups of the image data, apply the set of format 

3 rules to the identified object groups, produce a set of modified object groups that include 

4 a modified object group for each identified object group, and convert the modified object 

5 groups to converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting the second 

6 format. 
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1 17. The format processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the converting system 

2 includes logic configured to identify each of the object groups of the image data; logic 

3 configured to apply the set of format rules to the identified object groups; logic 

4 configured to produce a set of modified object groups that include a modified object 

5 group for each identified object group; and logic configured to convert the modified 

6 object groups to converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting the 

7 second format. 

1 18. The format processing system of claim 1 1 , further including means for retrieving 

2 information corresponding to a set of format rules. 

1 19. The format processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the image data exhibits an 

2 intermediate format having at least one object group. 

1 20. The format processing system of claim 19, wherein the intermediate format 

2 comprises a TIFF format. 

1 21. The format processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the first format includes TIFF, 

2 FPX, GIF, JPEG, BMP, PCX, PNG, HTML, PDF, RTF, TXT, HPD, and WMF. 
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1 22. A computer readable medium for use in a computer system for converting the 

2 format of information corresponding to a first document, the first document exhibiting a 

3 first format, said computer readable medium comprising: 

4 logic configured to enable information corresponding to the first document 

5 to be received; 

6 logic configured to enable information corresponding to a second format 

7 to which the information corresponding to the first document is to be converted to 

8 be received; 

9 logic configured to enable information corresponding to a set of format 

I o rules to be retrieved, the set of format rules corresponding to the second format; 

I I logic configured to enable the information corresponding to the first 

12 document to be converted to image data having at least one object group; and 

1 3 logic configured to enable the image data to be converted according to the 

14 format rules to converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting 

15 the second format. 

1 23. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the image data exhibits an 



2 intermediate format having at least one object group. 
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1 24. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the computer system has 

2 access to a conversion library that is capable of converting information corresponding to 

3 the first document to image data, and wherein the logic configured to enable the 

4 information corresponding to the first document to be converted, comprises: 

5 logic configured to enable the information corresponding to the first 

6 document to be analyzed with the conversion library; and 

7 logic configured to enable the information corresponding to the first 

8 document to image data to be converted. 

1 25. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the logic configured to 

2 enable the image data to be converted according to the format rules to converted data 

3 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

4 logic configured to enable the image data to be analyzed; 

5 logic configured to enable enhanced image data configured to have at least 

6 one object group to be produced; and 

7 logic configured to enable the enhanced image data to be converted to 

8 converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting the second 

9 format. 
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1 26. The computer readable medium of claim 25, wherein logic configured to enable 

2 the enhanced image data to be converted according to the format rules to converted data 

3 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

4 logic configured to enable each of the object groups in the enhanced image data to 

5 be identified; and 

6 logic configured to enable the set of file format rules to be applied to the 

7 identified object groups of the enhanced image data. 



1 27. The computer readable medium of claim 26, further comprising: 

2 logic configured to enable a set of modified object groups that include a modified 

3 object group for each identified object group to be produced; and 

4 logic configured to enable converted data representative of the first document and 

5 exhibiting the second format from the modified object groups to be produced. 

1 28. The computer readable medium of claim 25, wherein the logic configured to 

2 enable the image data to be analyzed, comprises: 

3 logic configured to enable the enhanced image data using an image analysis 

4 system to be converted, which is capable of altering the image data. 

1 29. The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the intermediate format 

2 comprises a TIFF format. 
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1 30. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the logic configured to 

2 enable the image data to be converted according to the format rules to converted data 

3 representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format, comprises: 

4 logic configured to enable each of the object groups of the image data to be 

5 identified; 

6 logic configured to enable the set of format rules to be applied to the identified 

7 object groups; 

8 logic configured to enable a set of modified object groups that include a modified 

9 object group for each identified object group to be produced; and 

1 0 logic configured to enable the modified object groups to be converted to 

1 1 converted data representative of the first document and exhibiting the second format. 

1 31. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the first format includes 

2 TIFF, FPX, GIF, JPEG, BMP, PCX, PNG, HTML, PDF, RTF, TXT, HPD, and WMF. 
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